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Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with the verbs can, may, must, should, ought, need, have to, be to.
1. At this time he ____ have been nearly 47.
2. “Real friends ____ have everything in common,” he used to say.
3. Surely he ____ have stayed with her on her birthday.
4. She ____ never have married him.
5. You ____ not bother with these things here for you are among friends.
6. If anything ____ happen to me, my wife will be left very badly off.
7. That young American chap ____ have overheard something too.
8. Tell him I’d wait twenty years for him if I ____ to.
9. He ____ go to business, why ____ other people stay in bed merely because it was dark and foggy?
10. I ____ have insisted on going by myself and who knows I ____ have got a job when I got to London.
11. You ____ not be afraid, I never cry.
12. He suggested that I ____ stay with him for a few days so that he ____ show me something of the surrounding country.
13. Well, my dear fellow, you ____ not eat as if you were going after me.
14. It’s not my secret. But I’ll see what I ____ do, because I think both you and John ____ be told.
15. I _____ say that you _____ have shown more consideration.
Exercise 2
Choose the correct answer.
1. When I learned everything I ____ (could; had to; might have) think it carefully over.
2. Look at the sky! It ____ (can; may; must) rain tonight.
3. We ____ (could; were to; had to) meet with John near the entrance to the British Museum, but he didn’t come.
4. Mr. Smith ____ (was to; was able to; could) do all the work himself. It’s not easy at his age.
5. David ____ (is to; may; can) play the guitar best of all in his class.
6. Perry _____ (had to; was to; could) see me at 5 p.m. but I was late and didn’t meet him.
7. Greg ____ (must; can; has to) do these exercises regularly.
8. Monty ____ (can; may; had to) swim better than the others.
9. How ____ (dare; can; are to) you say that?
10. I ____ (may; must; could) have forgotten my bag at school but I’m not sure.
11. Bob ____ (can; must; should) behave mannerly at table.
12. Helen ____ (had to; was able; could) to cover another ten miles during her hiking.
13. ____ (should; must; may) you give me your pen for a minute?
14. Can you call a taxi? We ____ (must; are to; have to) meet with Tom at 3 p.m.
15. You ____ (mustn’t have; shouldn’t have; couldn’t have) done that. It’s impolite.
16. I ____ (must have; should have; might have) lost my pen somewhere near the telephone box.
17. John ____ (should; must; can) bring the papers immediately. His boss is very angry.
18. Fiona ____ (mustn’t; shouldn’t; cannot) interfere! It’s dangerous for her.
19. You ____ (are to; dare; may) say that. What a brave person you are!
20. Kimberly ____ (ought to; is to; has to) borrow this book. She will have a seminar soon.
Exercise 3
Choose the correct modal verb.
1. Wendy (can; may; must) do it herself, because it’s her duty.
2. You (may; can; must) choose what you want. It’s up to you.
3. My brother (could; might; had to) read at the age of four.
4. There was fire in the supermarket but the fire brigade (could; was able to; had to) save all the people.
5. Sue (could; was able; had) to cross the river in the widest place.
6. You (mustn’t have; shouldn’t have; couldn’t have) said it to Tom. You offended him very much.
7. How (can; dare; ought to) you do that?
8. Walter (has to; must; is to) meet Larry near the entrance of the park.
9. I (must have sold; had to sell; was to sell) the car because I needed money.
10. Keith (can; ought to; need) rewrite all the exercises.
11. Naomi (must; is to; can) knit rather well.
12. Mr. Warner (has to; should; dare) keep all the documents in the safe.
13. Sarah (can; may; must) bring the book, but I’m not sure.
14. Where (could; was to; might) Greg put the copy-book?
15. You (mustn’t; needn’t; haven’t) bake pies we have plenty of them.
Exercise 4
Fill in the blanks with can, may, must, mustn’t, need, needn’t, should, ought to, be to, dare, might have done, could have done, must have done, should have done, might as well.
1. They were ____ cover another twenty kilometers for three hours.
2. Nigel ____ wash his hands before every meal.
3. I am sure I ____ forgotten the book at home.
4. Hugh ____ meet Carol near the hotel at 5 p.m. today.
5. ____ Jason write a memo or he ____?
6. Frank, you ____ buy any milk. We have a bottle in the fridge.
7. Molly ____ left her umbrella somewhere in the café but she is not sure.
8. Dick ____ said this to Alan. It’s really rude!
9. My sister ____ sew all her dresses herself.
10. Peter ____ cross the road in this place. The traffic is too heavy there.
11. Your father ____ come later. He’ll call you in the afternoon.
12. We _____ meet at the park entrance at 12 but my friend didn’t come.
13. Alison ____ study hard because she has five exams in winter session.
14. Greg _____ check his gas taps. There is a smell in here.
15. Monica ____ be more careful with her baby brother.
Exercise 5
Choose the correct modal verb from the box.
	Can, could, can’t, couldn’t, could have done, am (is, are) able to, was (were) able to, will be able to, may (might), may not (might not), will be allowed (permitted ) to, dare, must, must have done, have to, had to, will have to, mustn’t, need, needn’t, should, shouldn’t, should have done, to be to, might as well


1. Queen Elisabeth ____ rule the country by herself for many decades.
2. The boat was badly damaged but the captain ____ to lead it safely to land.
3. Where ____ you to meet George? Will you ____ to get to the place so quickly?
4. Jeremy ____ do that. He will be punished for this mistake.
5. Kate ____ buy cauliflower and broccoli. We have plenty of them in the fridge.
6. Will Simon ____ to take his young brother with him? No, I don’t think so.
7. To my mind it ____ rain today. Look at these dark clouds!
8. Marvin ____ said that. He offended everybody.
9. I ____ drink a glass of beer instead of tea.
10. George ____ done such a rude mistake. It’s unbelievable!
11. If you lost your pen, you ____ take mine.
12. Paganini ____ Play the violin at the age of three.
13. You _____ make the best of it.
14. Harry ____obey his parents. He is such a naughty boy!
15. Barbara ____ leave early yesterday because she wanted to get on the 7 o’clock train.
16. Hillary ____ to do what she wanted. Her parents spoilt her very much.
17. Where is Sam? He ____ be somewhere here.
18. They ____ to meet at 6 but Terry didn’t come. What had happened?
19. Where are your glasses? – I ____ have left them at home. – You ____ reminded me of them then.
20. Will Jim ____ to get there with you? No, but he ____ attend the oculist for sure.
21. ____ Hester ride a bike? No, she ____. She ____ only drive a car.
22. Peter ____ to learn this passage by heart only in ten minutes. What a memory!
23. You ____do it now. Nobody will object to it.
24. Liz will ____ to pass this exam. It’s obligatory.
25. Kevin ____ have behaved like that yesterday. Tell him about it.
26. All the children ____ to enter the room and take their Christmas gifts. They laughed happily.
27. I ____ have left my jacket here a minute ago, but I cannot find it.
28. Judith ____ say that. She is her mother.
29. Irene ____ to have filled the tank with cold water.
30. It ____ have been Mr. Rochester, I was really sure.
Exercise 6
Match the numbered sentences to the ones that are lettered on the right closest meaning.
1. I can’t help you to find accommodation.
2. I don’t have to help you to find accommodation.
3. I won’t help you to find accommodation.
4. She can’t be joking.
5. She can’t tell jokes.
6. She must be joking.
7. She mustn’t tell jokes.
8. You can’t leave now.
9. You could leave now.
10. You don’t have to leave now.
11. You needn’t leave now.
12. You shouldn’t leave now.
a. It’s not my responsibility to help you.
b. I’m unwilling to help you.
c. I’m unable to help you.
d. I’m sure she is.
e. I’m sure she isn’t.
f. She isn’t allowed to.
g. She is no good at it.
h. It’s not a good idea to go.
i. I won’t let you go.
j. It’s unnecessary to go.
k. It would be possible to go.

