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1. Read the text. 
MARIA MONTESSORI
Maria Montessori (1870 – 1952) was an Italian educator and physician. She won international fame for designing an educational system to help children in development of intelligence and independence. Her educational approach is known as the Montessori method. Montessori schools exist worldwide.
Montessori became the first Italian woman who received a medical degree. Early in her medical career, Montessori worked with children in mental asylums. She became co-director of a school for underdeveloped children. The educational methods she introduced were so successful that her disabled students passed reading and writing exams for normal children. In 1907 she opened her own school where she taught normal preschool children from poor families. Montessori lectured on her methods throughout the world and wrote several books.
After-reading tasks
2. Translate the text using the dictionary.
3. Name all the new words and expressions you’ve come across, pronounce and translate them.
4. Prepare good reading of the highlighted paragraph, announce the translation.
5. Find the key-sentence in the text and read it aloud (say it in your own words).
6. Retell the text.
7. Answer the teacher’s questions on the text (if any).






1. Read the text.
SANDRO BOTTICELLI
Sandro Botticelli was one of Italy's most celebrated painters. 
At the age of 14 Botticelli became a pupil of the great painter Fra Filippo. After studying with him for two years, Sandro remained in his studio as an assistant until Fra Filippo died.
Although at that time Sandro was still a very young man, he was considered one of Florence's leading painters. The Medici family, wealthy patrons of artists, commissioned him to paint several works. Like most painters of his period, Botticelli chose religious subjects for many of his canvases. In 1481 the Pope called him to Rome to work with other eminent artists in decorating the Sistine Chapel. After two years he returned to Florence, where he lived until his death.
Botticelli's work is notable for its grace of line and its subdued but well-harmonized colouring. Among his paintings are ‘Birth of Venus’ and ‘The Adoration of the Magi’.

After-reading tasks
2. Translate the text using the dictionary.
3. Name all the new words and expressions you’ve come across, pronounce and translate them.
4. Prepare good reading of the highlighted paragraph, announce the translation.
5. Find the key-sentence in the text and read it aloud (say it in your own words).
6. Retell the text.
7. Answer the teacher’s questions on the text (if any).


1. Read the text.
WILLIAM HOGARTH
William Hogarth is a great English painter and engraver, who is famous for his portrayals of human weaknesses. He was born in London in 1697. From childhood, Hogarth showed a talent for drawing. He was apprenticed to a silver-plate engraver and then studied painting at an art school.
Hogarth's earliest completed series of six paintings for which he first became famous was ‘The Harlot's Progress’.
In all his paintings Hogarth tried to do the same things. He wanted his paintings to be like a play. Instead of actors on a stage speaking parts, he wanted his paintings to be his stage and the men and women he drew to be his actors and to tell a story. The artist tried to make them tell their story by certain actions and movements. Although he is often humorous in the way in which he drew things, he never made his subjects pleasant if they were not so.
After-reading tasks
2. Translate the text using the dictionary.
3. Name all the new words and expressions you’ve come across, pronounce and translate them.
4. Prepare good reading of the highlighted paragraph, announce the translation.
5. Find the key-sentence in the text and read it aloud (say it in your own words).
6. Retell the text.
7. Answer the teacher’s questions on the text (if any).





1. Read the text.
AUSTRALIA

Australia is the fifth and smallest of the continents, three-quarters the size of Europe, a quarter the size of Africa and a sixth size of Asia and the Americas. On the other hand it is by far the largest island in the world with a coastline of 12,200 miles and an overall area of almost three million square miles, which makes it slightly smaller than the United States and about twenty-four times the size of the British Isles.
In its present shape, which will no doubt change greatly in the next few million years, more than a third of Australia lies within the tropics. Cape York, its northern tip, is in more or less the same latitude as the far south of India and the central islands of Philippines. The southern tip of Tasmania has the same latitude as Portland, the Black Sea and Vladivostock. Because of this there is much variety in physical character and climate. It is a rather flat country with not very high mountain ranges near the eastern coast. The highest peak, Mount Kosciusko, reaches only 7, 316 feet, a quarter of the height of Mount Everest. Much of the country’s interior is almost rainless, and as a result most of the people live on the east and south-east coasts. Large cities such as Sydney and Melbourne are crowded with people but the average number of inhabitants to the square mile in Australia is only four.  
After-reading tasks
2. Translate the text using the dictionary.
3. Name all the new words and expressions you’ve come across, pronounce and translate them.
4. Prepare good reading of the highlighted paragraph, announce the translation.
5. Find the key-sentence in the text and read it aloud (say it in your own words).
6. Retell the text.
7. Answer the teacher’s questions on the text (if any).



1.	Read the text.
FAIRY TALES TEACH US A LOT
For hundreds of years, and perhaps even thousands of years, adults have told traditional fairy tales to their children. The stories have been handed down from one generation to another. They have become a fundamental part of our culture. 
In early versions of fairy tales there is much more cruelty and violence than in the stories published for children today. The case of 'Cinderella' is a good example. 
In this variant, Cinderella's step-sisters are very pretty (rather than ugly, as they are in the modern version). But they are much more cruel. Cinderella works like a slave and has no bed to sleep in. Her step-sisters throw her food into the fire. Cinderella has to pick it out of the fire-place so that she can eat. 
Eventually, the prince finds Cinderella and the story ends happily. 
Even if there is violence and cruelty in fairy stories, they all have elements that make them forever popular. They are simple stories which usually involve some form of cruelty or injustice. Good people become victims and must work impossibly hard to try to solve their problems and find happiness. Children who identify with the hero or heroine may sometimes be encouraged to try to find solutions to their own problems. In any case, the stories have a happy ending and give children great pleasure
After-reading tasks
2. Translate the text using the dictionary.
3. Name all the new words and expressions you’ve come across, pronounce and translate them.
4. Prepare good reading of the highlighted paragraph, announce the translation.
5. Find the key-sentence in the text and read it aloud (say it in your own words).
6. Retell the text.
7. Answer the teacher’s questions on the text (if any).

1. Read the text.
HALLOWEEN
Halloween is always celebrated on 31 October. On that night, many people will look like frightening creatures such as vampires or ghosts. They do this with the help of special clothing and face paint. 
Halloween traditions developed from Celtic beliefs in ancient Britain. The Celts believed that spirits of the dead would return to their homes on October the thirty-first, the day of the autumn feast. They built huge fires to frighten away evil spirits that night. 
People from Scotland and Ireland brought these ideas with them when they came to America. Some believed that spirits played tricks on people on the last night of October. Historians say many of the Halloween traditions of today developed from those of ancient times. They say that wearing a mask to hide a person's face is similar to the way ancient villagers covered their faces to make evil spirits go away. 
On Halloween night, American children put on masks and other clothing. They go from home to home shouting "Trick or treat"! If the people in the homes do not give them a treat, the children may play a trick on them. Some adults put on costumes and attend Halloween parties. They also decorate their homes. They might clean out the insides of pumpkins and cut funny faces on the surface. Then, they place a burning candle inside. Some hang fake bats, spider webs and other things around the home. 

After-reading tasks
2. Translate the text using the dictionary.
3. Name all the new words and expressions you’ve come across, pronounce and translate them.
4. Prepare good reading of the highlighted paragraph, announce the translation.
5. Find the key-sentence in the text and read it aloud (say it in your own words).
6. Retell the text.
7. Answer the teacher’s questions on the text (if any).
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