Technology in the classroom
 	If you study or work in education, you’ll know there’s a huge array of applications, services, products and tools created to serve a multitude of functions in education. Tools for teaching and learning, parent-teacher communication apps, lesson planning software, hometutoring websites, professional development qualifications and more. There are so many companies creating new products for education. 
Today’s schools are changing and the incorporation of digital advances into the classroom is inevitable and necessary. To prepare students for their future, education must utilize the most advanced tools and techniques available. Therefore, education institutions from kindergarten to universities are incorporating new technology at a rapid pace. 
Here is a list of the technology shaping today’s classrooms. 
Creative spaces. Nowadays pilot programs are used to redesign a classroom to utilize technology and new teaching techniques to make education more personalized, adaptive and real-world focused. The driving concept of the programs is “new learning needs new environments.” Some new classrooms have a “Skype Mountain,” a tiered sitting area where students can sit, congregate, and connect with the world. The classrooms also include small discussion areas, individual, pupil directed, learning zones, and large learning galleries that can be updated to fit whatever topic is being taught.
 Projectors. Projectors are a simple technology that has been around for decades. Historically used to project lecture notes or multimedia presentations. The flexible projector can be hooked up to a wide range of devices allowing instructors and pupils to fully utilize it. 
Smartboards. Some smartboards operate just like a whiteboard, allowing a person to write on them with real or digital markers. Smartboards then surpass their simple whiteboard ancestors by recording what is written or turning a digital marker line into a tangible visual element. 
Smart tables. These digital displays take information off the wall and put it on tables. The table can handle 40 unique touch points at the same time. It is a perfect fit for a room full of eager young students. The layout of a smart tables makes it more accessible to people of all ages and physical abilities than smartboards. 
Laptops, tablets, phones. The presence of computers or tablets in the classroom is fairly common in developed countries. Students have used computers to take notes in class for more than a decade. Tablets and phones are even more portable and have the same capability. Individual digital devices can also be networked together or connected to a classroom’s tech infrastructure to expand opportunities for students to work together. 
Digital textbooks. Digital textbooks are becoming more crucial as some schools are cutting back on expensive physical textbooks. Initially, digital textbooks were simply the old textbooks in digital form. Nowadays, the digital versions are starting to look more like online databases or programs than their paper predecessors. 
Cameras. Cameras are present in almost every classroom in the United States. Often they come installed in laptops, tablets or desktops used by students. Programs like Microsoft’s Skype in the Classroom offer a wide range of educational experiences that can be accessed through these cameras. In more advanced classrooms, higher-quality cameras are integrated with projectors or smartboards, opening up the experience to the entire class. 
Audio enhancements. Audio enhancement can be used in auditoriums or large lecture halls and classrooms of all sizes. It refers to a suite of tools from high-quality speakers to wireless microphones. A full system includes easy to wear microphones transmitting an instructor’s voice to speakers in every corner of a classroom. The speakers can also be connected to a multimedia presentation or a person joining the class through a camera in a remote location. With quality speakers distributed around a classroom, each student is able to hear and absorb the information being shared. 
Exercise. Look through the text once more and say which one of the technology for education you consider the most important. Why? Write your answer in your notebook
