Belarus is my homeland. It is the place where I was born. Officially it is called the Republic of Belarus, a sovereign independent state with its own government, constitution, state emblem, flag and anthem. The Republic of Belarus is a small, beautiful country with the heroic past and interesting present. It is situated in Eastern Europe. The Republic borders on Russia, the Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. It is much larger than such countries as Austria, Belgium, Greece, Portugal. It has a population more than 10 million people. 68% of the population live in towns and cities. There are 97 cities in the Republic. It's capital is Minsk, with the population of about two million people. The largest cities of Belarus are Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk, Mogilev, Grodno and Brest. 
The climate in Belarus is moderately continental. The climate is mild and one can travel comfortably here at any time of year. 
There are more than 3000 rivers in Belarus. Seven of them are more than 500 kilometres long each. They are the Dnieper, Nieman, Zapadnaya Dvina, Pripyat, Berezina, Sozh and Vilia. 
Belarus is a lake-country. There are about 10 800 lakes there. The lakes are particularly numerous in the north. The largest is Lake Naroch. It is a very popular recreation area in our country. 
A third of Belarus is under forest. The largest forests are called pushchas. The Byelovezhskaya Pushcha is famous for its aurochs (European bisons). Fauna is rich and diverse there: you can see elks and deer, wolves, bears and foxes.
During World War II Belarus was suffered greatly. It lost more than half of its national wealth. The fascists killed every fourth person living there. But despite all this, Belarus has restored its cities, rebuilt its economy. Today our industry produces tractors, big lorries, computers, refrigerators, television sets, bicycles, watches.
Agriculture specializes in milk and meat production. The main cultures here are potatoes, flax (лён), grain and vegetables. 
Belarus is a republic of well developed science and culture. Every eight person in Belarus has higher education. There are 37 state higher educational establishments, the Academy of Sciences, about 400 professional schools.
Nowadays the Republic of Belarus has become a sovereign independent state. By the way, Belarus is the country with unique history and rich cultural heritage. It is an interesting country from the tourist point of view. 
My native city is Minsk. Minsk is the capital of the Republic of Belarus, its political, economic, cultural and scientific center. It is one of the oldest and most beautiful cities in our republic.
Minsk is situated on the river Svisloch and occupies an area of 200 square kilometers. Its population is about 2 million people. 
During the Great Patriotic War Minsk was destroyed by German invaders almost completely. Minsk lay in ruins. The people of Belarus rebuilt the city. The names of many streets of the city commemorate many heroes. Modern Minsk is a city of numerous plants and factories, modern buildings, beautiful parks and gardens. 
Minsk has a highly developed industry. The industrial enterprises produce tractors, bicycles, TV sets, radio-sets, watches and refrigerators, electronic computers and other products. Our tractors enjoy a high reputation both in our country and abroad.
Minsk is also known as a city of science and students. There is the Academy of Sciences and 16 higher educational establishments there. 
The cultural life of the people is interesting. In Minsk there are 6 theaters, concert halls, a circus, many cinemas, many places of culture, libraries, clubs. The most famous theaters are the Opera and Ballet theatre, the Yanka Kupala Theatre, the Gorky Russian Drama Theatre. The most interesting museums are the Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War, the Art Museum and Yanka Kupala and Yakub Kolas Museums. The Art Museum is a real treasure-house (сокровещница) of fine arts. 
Minsk is a city of sports. There are good recreation and sports facilities: tennis courts, playgrounds, swimming pools in various parts of the city. The main sports structures are: the Dynamo Stadium, the Palace of Sports and Water Sports Centre. 
Minsk is a Hero-City. It was honored with the title in 1974 for outstanding heroism and courage during the Great Patriotic War. The citizens of Minsk are proud of their city. It is beautiful at any time of the year. Tourists are impressed by buildings, by wide streets and by a lot of sights. There is a magnificent view from the river Svisloch. A lot of tourists from our country and abroad come to Minsk to see its sights.
20 Facts about Belarus That You Didn’t Know
 It’s a large beautiful country, it has a lot of connections to Russia, from similar language (Slavic branch) to cultural, religious, architectural and similar aspects.  Still it is a different country and we will open your eyes now. We could describe relationship of Belarus and Russia as Ying and Yang of Slavic culture. Russia is the big brother, imperial, strong and sometimes very vibrant like Slavic spirit, while its western brother Belarus is the other side of the Slavic character such as calm, clean, peaceful and in a state of eternal tranquility. 

1# Geographically Belarus is located between Ukraine, Russia, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia and it has over 9.5 million inhabitants.
2# You never see a flat country (равнинная местность)  like this one. The highest mountain in Belarus is Mount Dzyarzhynskaya with its amazing 346 meters of height.
3# They love cheese products in Belarus and they make it pretty delicious!
4# Minks is the eternal city, it has been annihilated in 8 occasions in turbulent European history, and every time it was rebuilt like Phoenix!
5# Minsk is older than Moscow, in fact oldest historical records mention it even in 1067. The capital, Minsk, is older than Moscow.
6# Their most important national holiday is Freedom Day on May 9. They celebrate the end of the German Occupation during WW2.
7# Belarus has it’s Nobel winner, her name is Svetlana Alexievich and she got her Nobel in 2015 for her work in literature.
8# This is the land of potatoes, because their national cuisine has over 300 potato recipes! they even make pancakes from potatoes!
9# IT sector in Belarus is getting pretty strong and you are using some apps that you have no idea they originate from Belarus. Viber app, or game like World of Tanks!
10# Isaac Asimov, American author and professor of biochemistry at Boston University, best known for his works of science fiction and for his popular science books was born in what was Belorussian territory.
11# First football match was against Lithuania on July 20, 1992!
12# Famous people like Ralp Lauren, Kirk Douglas, Marc Chagall and Olga Korbut are all originating from Belarus!
13# Highest FIFA rank of Belarus was 59th while their highest position was 57th. But they would kick you in Gymnastics, Kettle-bells and acrobatics.
14# President Alexander Lukashenko has led the country since 1994.
15# 1996 Belarus has been negotiating with Russia to unify into a single state called the Union of Russia and Belarus.
16# BATE Borisov became the first team from Belarus to make it through to the group stages of the UEFA Champions League.
17# In a referendum in 1995, Russian was adopted as an official language along with Belorussian.
18# Belarus is the only European country that still has death penalty.
19# Belarus is the 86th most populous nation on our beloved planet earth.
20# Over 40% of Belorussian territory is covered in forests; this is why they have a green stripe(полоса) on their flag.


