New Zealand
Area: 269.000 square kilometers
Population: 4.5 million people
Capital: Wellington
Official Language: English, Maori and New Zealand Sign (NZSL)
Indigenous People: Maori
Location: to the south-east of Australia in the Pacific Ocean. It consists of two main islands (North Island and South Island)
Climate: moist (сырой, влажный)
Tourist attractions (tracks): hiking trails, Milford [ˌmilfərd], Kepler track ['kɛplə], Routeburn, Hollyford River,  Abel Tasman Coast Track, Waitomo Caves
Tourist Activities: ziplining, bungee jumping ['bʌnʤɪˌʤʌmpɪŋ], skydiving, golf courses, surfing ['sɜːfɪŋ]
Natural resources: minerals, gas and petroleum [pə'trəulɪəm]
National Parks and Coasts: Fiordland National Park, Abel Tasman Coast, Otago Coast
Animals: sheep, kiwis
 
New Zealand is a very interesting country. It has got a total area of 269.000 square kilometers. It is situated to the south-east of Australia in the Pacific Ocean. It consists of two main islands (North Island and South Island) and some smaller ones. Nearly 4.5 million people live in the country. 
The capital of  New Zealand Island is Wellington. It is a financial centre too. The city was founded in 1840 and has been the capital since 1865. The official language is English. The climate of New Zealand is moist.  New Zealand is rich in minerals. There are some major industries in the country, for example, iron and steel industry. The country has gas and petroleum. There are many mountains in New Zealand. The highest is Mount Cook (3.764 meters). There are many rivers and lakes in the country. The chief river is the Waikato. Lake Taupo is the largest lake in New Zealand. 
Have you heard about the native animals and birds of the country? One of them is the kiwi (нелетающая птица из рода Apteryx). In the day-time the bird does not go out. It comes out only at night to find food. Kiwis cannot fly. Many years ago kiwis were hunted for food. Now the government does not permit the hunting of kiwis. The kiwi is now the symbol of New Zealand people. Small children are often called kiwis.
Interesting facts about New Zealand
1. TAUMATAWHAKATANGI – HANGAKOAUAUOTAMATEA – POKAIWHENUAKITANATAHU is actually the name of a 300 metre high hill. It is the longest place name in any English speaking country in the world. There are 40 syllables in the place name. You can use its shortened name of ‘Taumata’. Перевод звучит примерно так: «Вершина холма, где Таматеа, мужчина с большими коленями, который скатывался, забирался и проглатывал горы, известный как поедатель земли, играл на своей флейте для своей возлюбленной».
2.  There are 9 sheep to 1 person living in New Zealand. (40 million sheep)
3. New Zealand is the first country to give women the vote in 1893.
4. The Blue Lake, in the Nelson Lakes National Park, currently holds the record for having the clearest waters in the world. Remarkably it has a visibility range of up to 80 metres. 
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