Isaac Newton

Newton, one of the greatest scientists of all times was born in 1642 in the little village in England. His father was a farmer and died before Newton was born. His mother was a clever woman whom he always loved.
After the school, Newton studied mathematics at Cambridge University and received his degree in 1665. Then the university was closed because of the danger of plague [pleɪg] and Newton went home for eighteen months. It was most important period in his life when he made his three great discoveries — the discoveries of the differential calculuses ['kælkjuləs], of the nature of white light, and of the law of gravitation.
These discoveries are still important for the modern science. Newton had always been interested in the problems of light. Many people saw colours of a rainbow but only Newton showed, by his experiments, that white light consists of these colours.
It is interesting how he discovered the law gravitation. Once, as he sat at the garden, his attention was drawn by the fall of an apple. Many people saw such an usual thing before.
But it was Newton who asked himself a question: "Why does that apple fall perpendicularly [ˌpɜːp(ə)n'dɪkjuləlɪ] to the ground? Why doesn't it go sidewards or upwards?" The answer to this question was the theory of gravitation, discovered by Newton.
Newton died in his sleep at the age of 84 and was buried in Westminster Abbey, where his monument stands today. He was never married and died intestate. 
Isaac Newton is considered to be the most influential scientist in the history of mankind. His discoveries on physics, astronomy and mathematics provided a basis for modern science and his ideas changed our world.
 Vocabulary:
degree — ученая степень
plague — чума
receive the degree – получить степень
discovery — открытие
differential calculuses — дифференциальное исчисление
the nature of white light – природа белого цвета
rainbow — радуга
to draw — привлекать
perpendicularly — перпендикулярно
sidewards — в сторону
upwards — вверх
abbey — аббатство
he died intestate — он умер, не оставив завещания

Questions:
1. When and where was Newton born?
2. Where did he study?
3. What three major discoveries did Newton make?
4. When did Newton make these discoveries?
5. How did the idea which led to the discovery of the law
of gravitation first come to him?
6. When did Newton die and where is he buried?

Interesting facts:
1) Isaac Newton’s father was also called Isaac Newton. Young Isaac was called with the same name for the honor of his father, who passed away just three months before his birth.
2) When he was just three years old, his mother Hannah Ayscough left him. She left him in the care of his maternal grandmother in order to live with her new husband.

3) Isaac Newton threatened to burn down a house while his mother and stepfather were still inside.
Isaac grew up having an animosity towards his stepfather, Reverend Barnabas Smith, with whom his mother had three children. Young Newton wasn’t on good terms with his mother either. He recorded all of his confessions in his personal journal.
4) Isaac Newton was bullied at school because of his shy and quiet nature. According to the stories, he tried to prove himself better than other by concentrating his whole attention to the school work. Eventually, he achieved that dream.
5) He became a mathematics professor at Cambridge University at the age of 27. This was only a year after getting his masters degree. Impressed with Isaac Newton’s mathematical works, professor Isaac Burrow gave his post to Isaac Newton.
 6) Isaac Newton may have had Asperger Syndrome. By extensively studying his journals and biography, scientists came to the conclusion that symptoms of Asperger’s were present in Newton. Isaac Newton had a poor social life. He hardly spoke and had anger problems. Sometimes, he even forgot to eat, being too highly occupied with his work.



 

