	Modal verbs:
asking for, giving, refusing permission

	present or future
	past tense

	We use can when we give someone permission to do something:

You can bring a friend to the party if you want.
You can borrow my phone if your battery is dead.
	We use could to say that something was permitted in the past:
Many years ago you could smoke in cinemas, but now it's banned.

	We also use may for permission.
May is more formal and is used less often than can:

Passengers may take one small bag on board the plane.
	We also use was / were allowed in the past:

We had to wear a tie at school, but we were allowed to take it off in hot weather.

	Refusing permission

We use can't to say that something isn't permitted:

You can't park here – it's private property.
He can't drive my car – he doesn't have insurance.
	Refusing permission

We use couldn't / wasn't allowed to to say that something was not permitted in the past:

We couldn't cross the border without our passports.

	Must not / mustn't is also used for permission, but is more formal. It is often used on signs and in announcements:

Passengers must not speak to the driver while the bus is in motion.

	Asking for permission:

We use Can I? / Could I? / May I? to ask for permission.
1. Can is informal: Can I speak to John Wilson, please?
2. Could is more formal and polite: Could I speak to John Wilson, please?
3. May is the most formal: May I speak to John Wilson, please?
	Asking about the past:

We use was allowed to? Could you? to ask if something was permitted in the past.

Were you allowed to stay up late when you were a child?
Could you stay up late when you were a child?
Could people travel between East and West Berlin during the Cold War?









Modal verbs: expressing advice

	Modal verb SHOULD
	Модальный глагол SHOULD

	
	

	Present and Future:
	Настоящее и будущее:

	Children should eat plenty of fruit.
	Детям следует есть много фруктов.

	
	

	She should go to Spain this summer. It's a beautiful country.
	Ей следует поехать в Испанию этим летом. Это прекрасная страна.

	
	

	You shouldn't call him tomorrow.
	Вам не следует звонить ему завтра.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Should I ask Nina about it? – Yes, you should. No, you shouldn't.
	Следует ли мне спросить Нину об этом? – Да, следует. Нет, не следует.

	Should we leave on Friday?
	Следует ли нам уехать в пятницу?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	SHOULD in the past
	SHOULD в прошедшем времени

	
	

	
	

	You should have called her yesterday. Today is her day off.
	Вам следовало позвонить ей вчера. Сегодня у нее выходной день.

	I should have studied harder for my exams. I failed two of them.
	Мне следовало лучше готовиться к экзаменам. Я провалил два из них.

	You shouldn't have spent all the money on new clothes. Now you don't have enough money to buy food.
	Вам не следовало тратить все деньги на новую одежду. Теперь у вас недостаточно денег, чтобы купить еду.

	
	



	Modal verb OUGHT TO
	Модальный глагол OUGHT TO

	The modal verb OUGHT TO is a close synonym for SHOULD. It is used in giving all kinds of advice too, but SHOULD is much more common than OUGHT TO. In American English, SHOULD is generally used instead of OUGHT TO in questions, in negative statements, and in the past.
	Модальный глагол OUGHT TO близкий синоним глагола SHOULD. Он тоже употребляется во всех видах советов, но SHOULD гораздо более распространен, чем OUGHT TO. В американском английском, SHOULD обычно употребляется вместо OUGHT TO в вопросах, в отрицательных предложениях и в прошедшем времени.

	You ought to write a letter to Maria. / You should write a letter to Maria.
	Вам следует написать письмо Марии. / Вам следует написать письмо Марии.

	You ought to have written a letter to Tom. / You should have written a letter to Tom.
	Вам следовало написать письмо Тому. / Вам следовало написать письмо Тому.



	Modal verb HAD BETTER
	Модальный глагол HAD BETTER

	The modal verb HAD BETTER expresses advice with a warning of possible unpleasant consequences or results if indicated advice is not followed. HAD BETTER is mostly used in conversational English, in affirmative and negative statements in the present. SHOULD is used instead of HAD BETTER in the past.
	Модальный глагол HAD BETTER выражает совет с предостережением о возможных неприятных последствиях или результатах, если указанному совету не последуют. HAD BETTER в основном употребляется в разговорной речи, в утвердительных и отрицательных повествовательных предложениях в настоящем времени. SHOULD употребляется вместо HAD BETTER в прошедшем времени.

	I'd better go (or I'll be late).
	Мне лучше идти (а то опоздаю).

	You'd better come back on Friday.
	Вам лучше бы вернуться в пятницу.

	You'd better be there on time.
	Вам лучше быть там вовремя.

	She'd better not come here again!
	Ей лучше сюда больше не приходить!

	
	

	You should have come back on Friday. You missed an important meeting.
	Вам следовало вернуться в пятницу. Вы пропустили важную встречу.



Would
The modal verb “would” is used to give advice. In this situation, the speaker is giving hypothetical advice as if he/she were the listener. Here are some examples:
· If I were you, I would return the book.
· If I were you, I would not wear that jacket.
It is not always necessary to include “If I were you”.
· I wouldn’t eat that.
· I would choose the red shoes.


