Max Planck, in full Max Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck, (born April 23, 1858 in Germany—died October 4, 1947 in Germany). German theoretical physicist, who originated quantum theory and won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1918. His father was Professor of Constitutional Law in the University of Kiel.
Planck made many contributions to theoretical physics, but his fame rests primarily on his role as originator of the quantum theory. This theory revolutionized our understanding of atomic and subatomic processes, just as Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity revolutionized our understanding of space and time. Together they constitute the fundamental theories of 20th-century physics. 
Max Planck was the sixth child in the family. The long family tradition of devotion to church, excellence in scholarship, incorruptibility, conservatism, idealism, reliability, and generosity became deeply ingrained in Planck’s own life and work. When Planck was nine years old, his father received an appointment at the University of Munich, and Planck entered the city’s Gymnasium, where a teacher, Hermann Müller, stimulated his interest in physics and mathematics. 
Planck entered the University of Munich in 1874 and received his doctoral degree in July 1879 (the year of Einstein’s birth) at the unusually young age of 21.
Planck’s earliest work was on the subject of thermodynamics, an interest he acquired from his studies under Kirchhoff, whom he greatly admired, and very considerably from reading R. Clausius’ publications. He published papers on entropy, on thermoelectricity and on the theory of dilute solutions.
At the same time also the problems of radiation processes engaged his attention and he showed that these were to be considered as electromagnetic in nature. From these studies he was led to the problem of the distribution of energy in the spectrum of full radiation. Experimental observations on the wavelength distribution of the energy emitted by a black body as a function of temperature were at variance with the predictions of classical physics. Planck was able to deduce the relationship between the energy and the frequency of radiation. In a paper published in 1900, he announced his derivation of the relationship: this was based on the revolutionary idea that the energy emitted by a resonator could only take on discrete values or quanta. The energy for a resonator of frequency v is hv where h is a universal constant, now called Planck’s constant.
Planck was twice married. He married a friend of his childhood, Marie Merck, who died in 1909. He remarried her cousin Marga von Hösslin. 
Vocabulary:
originate [ə'rɪʤ(ə)neɪt]- давать начало, порождать; создавать to originate a new style in music — создать новый стиль в музыке;
primarily [praɪ'mer(ə)lɪ] - первоначально Syn: firstly, originally
contribution [ˌkɔntrɪ'bjuːʃ(ə)n] – вклад, достижение;
revolutionize [ˌrev(ə)'luːʃ(ə)naɪz] -  революционизировать; 
constitute ['kɔn(t)stɪtjuːt] -  составлять;
devotion [dɪ'vəuʃ(ə)n] - преданность; сильная привязанность;	
incorruptibility [ˌɪnkəˌrʌptə'bɪlətɪ] - неподкупность, честность;
idealism [aɪ'dɪəlɪz(ə)m] – идеализм;
appointment [ə'pɔɪntmənt] - назначение (на должность, место) Syn: position;
thermodynamics [ˌθɜːmədaɪ'næmɪks] – термодинамика;
considerably [kən'sɪd(ə)rəblɪ]- значительно, много;
engage [ɪn'geɪʤ] - привлекать, увлекать, занимать, заинтересовывать;
observation [ˌɔbzə'veɪʃ(ə)n] – наблюдение;
prediction - прогнозирование; предопределение;
variance ['veərɪən(t)s] - изменение, колебание; расхождение, несоответствие;
deduce [dɪ'djuːs] - проследить (например, логическую цепь); установить происхождение;
frequency ['friːkwən(t)sɪ] - частота, частотность;
constant ['kɔn(t)stənt] - постоянная, константа; Planck's constant — постоянная Планка, энергия кванта;
