The Republic I live in
Belarus is my homeland. It is the place where I was born. Officially it is called the Republic of Belarus, a sovereign independent state with its own government, constitution, state emblem, flag and anthem. The Republic of Belarus is a small, beautiful country with the heroic past and interesting present. It is situated in Eastern Europe. The Republic borders on Russia, the Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. It is much larger than such countries as Austria, Belgium, Greece, Portugal. It has a population more than 10 million people. 68% of the population live in towns and cities. There are 97 cities in the Republic. It's capital is Minsk, with the population of about two million people. The largest cities of Belarus are Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk, Mogilev, Grodno and Brest. 
The climate in Belarus is moderately continental. The climate is mild and one can travel comfortably here at any time of year. 
There are more than 3000 rivers in Belarus. Seven of them are more than 500 kilometres long each. They are the Dnieper, Nieman, Zapadnaya Dvina, Pripyat, Berezina, Sozh and Vilia. 
Belarus is a lake-country. There are about 10 800 lakes there. The lakes are particularly numerous in the north. The largest is Lake Naroch. It is a very popular recreation area in our country. 
A third of Belarus is under forest. The largest forests are called pushchas. The Byelovezhskaya Pushcha is famous for its aurochs (European bisons). Fauna is rich and diverse there: you can see elks and deer, wolves, bears and foxes.
During World War II Belarus was suffered greatly. It lost more than half of its national wealth. The fascists killed every fourth person living there. But despite all this, Belarus has restored its cities, rebuilt its economy. Today our industry produces tractors, big lorries, computers, refrigerators, television sets, bicycles, watches.
Agriculture specializes in milk and meat production. The main cultures here are potatoes, flax (лён), grain and vegetables. 
Belarus is a republic of well developed science and culture. Every eight person in Belarus has higher education. There are 37 state higher educational establishments, the Academy of Sciences, about 400 professional schools.
Nowadays the Republic of Belarus has become a sovereign independent state. By the way, Belarus is the country with unique history and rich cultural heritage. It is an interesting country from the tourist point of view. 
THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY
The Republic of Belarus is one of the former Soviet republics. It has its own language, culture, heritage and history.
Belarus is located in the center of Europe. Our country is bounded by Poland in the west, by Latvia and Lithuania in the northwest, by Russia in the north and east, and by the Ukraine in the south. The territory of Belarus covers 207.6 thousand sq km. The Republic of Belarus consists of six regions with centers in the cities of Minsk, Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel, Grodno and Mogilev. Minsk is the capital of the Republic of Belarus. The total population of the country is about 10 million people. Belarusians are 80% of them, while the others are mostly Russians, Poles, Ukrainians  and some other nationalities.
Most of Belarus has a flat landscape. The highest place in Belarus is Dzerzhinskaya mountain reaching 350 metres above sea level. Forests and bushes cover about a third of its area. Forests are rich in medical herbs. Animal life in Belarus is represented by deer, fox, wolf, bear, hair, squirrel etc., birds, fish and insects. The biggest among the Belarusian fauna is the bison – a relic mammal, which has become a symbol of the country. It mainly dwells in Belovezhskaya Pushcha. It is the oldest nature reserve on the continent.
More than 20 thousand rivers flow across the country. Six rivers – the Berezina, Nieman, Sozh, Pripiat, Western Dvina and Dnieper - are important as navigable rivers. One of the peculiarities of the Belarusian nature is a great number of lakes (about 11 thousand lakes). The largest lake in Belarus is Lake Naroch which stretches 13 kilometres from west to east.
More than four thousand deposits of 30 different minerals have been found in Belarus. The country is rich in non-metallic materials: granites, gravel, dolomites, chalk and other building materials. Deposits of brown coal and slates have also been explored in Belarus. Belarus also possesses unique reserves of mineral waters for drinking.
Agriculture, manufacturing industry and commerce are the most developed branches of the economy. The most developed branches of manufacturing industry are machine-building, instrument-making, radio-electronics, wood-working, oil-refining and a number of chemical, light, construction and food industry. The country exports heavy lorries, tractors, motocycles and bicycles, TV and radio-sets, refrigerators and furniture, carpets and knitted goods, chemical fibres and agricultural products.
Belarus has been a presidential republic since 1994. The highest legislative power is vested in a President. The parliament – National Assembly is a legislative, executive and judicial body of the Republic of Belarus. The parliament is composed of two houses: the House of Representatives and the Council of the Republic. The executive power is performed by a Council of Ministers headed by a premier. Belarus is a member of the United Nations and a number of other international organizations.


Reading Comprehension: Belarus
I. Translate the following sentences.
1. The Republic of Belarus is one of the former Soviet republics. 2. Belarus has been a presidential republic since 1994. 3. The parliament is composed of two houses: the House of Representatives and the Council of the Republic. 4. The Prime Minister is appointed by the President. 5. A President is elected for a five-year term. 6. Belarusians are 80% of the total population, while the others are mostly Russians, Poles, Ukrainians and Jews. 7. Most of Belarus has a flat landscape. 8. The highest place in Belarus is Dzerzhinskaya mountain reaching 350 metres above sea level. 9. More than four thousand deposits of 30 different minerals have been found in Belarus. 10. The country is rich in granites, gravel, dolomites, chalk, brown coal and petrol.
 
II. Answer the following questions to the text:
1. How many houses is the parliament of Belarus composed of? 2. Where is Belarus located? 3. What is animal life in Belarus represented by? 4. What are the most developed branches of the economy of Belarus? 5. What is the country connected with its neighbours by? 6. Belarus has been a presidential republic since 1994, hasn’t it? 7. How many regions does the country of Belarus consist of? 8. What is an important type of forest utilization in Belarus?
 
III.  Put different types of questions to the sentences below:
1. Belarus has over 20 thousand rivers and streams with the total length of about 91,000 km.
2. Belarus lowest point is on the Neman River at 90 metres (300 ft).
3. The Republic of Belarus includes 15 towns with population over 100,000.
4. Peat reserves are widely spread in Belarus.
5. The country is among the leading countries in Europe by the industrial reserves of potassium salts.
6. The country’s main agricultural products are potatoes, flax, sugarbeets, rye, oats and wheat, as well as beef and dairy products.
7. Belarus exports fertilisers, meat and dairy products to Russia, the Ukraine and EU countries.
Focus on Speaking: Belarus
I. Read the interesting facts about Belarus. Do you know that:
1. The territory of Belarus covers 207.6 thousand square km, stretching 650 km from west to east, 560 km from north to south. 2. The length of the state borderline is 2969 km. 3. The distance from Minsk to Warsaw is 500 km, to Berlin – 1060 km, to Vienne – 1300 km, to Moscow- 700 km, to Vilnius -220 km, to Kiev – 550 km. 4. More than 70% of the population is urban. 5. The Republic of Belarus consists of 6 regions, which are divided into 118 rural districts, 102 towns and over 24 thousand townships and villages. 6. 40 % of the territory is covered with woods. 7. The temperature in January averages -10 ° C, and in July +18°C. 8. There are 111 species of trees and about 12.000 species of plants and mushrooms in Belarus.
 
II. Talk with your group mates about your native land, what it is known for. Add something of your own.
         Belarus is known for…          the national heritage
                                                         picturesque landscape
                                                         national customs and traditions
                                                         sacred places
                                                         gifted, tolerant and hospitable people
                                                         historical links with ancestors
                                                         long-suffering and wounded land.
 



