Shops and shopping
Going shopping is a part of our everyday life. For some people it’s a pleasant pastime while for others it’s an everyday routine. But whether you like shopping or not you have to do it because it’s a necessity.
In big cities and even many small towns there are all kinds of shops and stores as well as supermarkets. Supermarkets are food stores which sell all kinds of food: fresh and frozen meat, fish, vegetables, fruit, milk products and bread. Practically everything a family needs can be found in a supermarket. 
Department stores sell clothing for men, women and children, household electric appliances, furniture and other goods. However, many people don’t like to shop in big department stores as they are often overcrowded.
In my city we also have got a great number of shops. Most of them open at 9 a.m. and close at 8 or 9 at night. Smaller shops normally have a lunch break. Nearly all shops are closed on Sundays. I should say that all the shops are equally popular with customers, though some of them are really expensive. But they are not always quality shops. That’s why many people these days prefer to do the shopping at the market where the prices are more reasonable.
In our family it’s my father who does most of the shopping. He usually shops in the supermarket, where he goes to the grocery department, the greengrocery, the meat and fish counters and buys all the food we need for our large family. He usually does it once a week.
For me and my mother on the other hand going shopping is a kind of pastime and even entertainment. We can spend hours and hours dropping in at one shop after another in search of something special or unusual. More than often we buy things that we practically don’t need. While shopping we talk with other people, get experience, get to know many interesting things. But, of course, shopping depends not only on our mood but on our money, too. If you have a lot of money - you can choose what you want if you don't have — you are to be very economical and buy only the things which are essential.
For Boys I should say that I am one of those boys who hate shopping and the idea of doing the shopping drives me mad, though, of course, I like delicious food and nice clothes. In our family my mother is responsible for shopping. She knows what to buy and where to buy at a cheaper price. I live in a small town, so there are not many shops here, to say nothing of supermarkets. Most shops are situated in the centre of the town and there is a two-storeyed department store in the central square and it is always overcrowded. The market is opposite the department store and people, mostly women and girls, go there to shop but in my opinion they more often go to look at the things than to buy. I don’t understand this kind of pastime.
Nowadays there are different ways of shopping. Years ago people went to the shops and bought everything they needed. With the development of progress shopping began to change and now you can buy things on the Internet. To attract customers shops provide various services: free home delivery, buy and win coupons, repair services. They sell their goods on credit. 
And in the end I'd like to say that more often shopping is both a must and a pleasure; and certainly it's an unavoidable thing! 


