WHEN IN ROME DO AS THE ROMANS DO
1. What does the saying, «When in Rome, do as the Romans do» mean? ____________________________________________________________
2. Read the following text.
Gabrielle, 24, volunteer from the USA, currently living and working in Australia. She loves writing about her travel experiences. Here are her tips on how to prepare yourself for the cultural differences you may experience while travelling abroad.
1. Study the culture of your destination
Doing a little research on the country you're going to is a great way to prepare yourself for the cultural differences you'll experience while travelling. Just knowing simple facts about daily life can help you integrate better into the society. Look up useful, everyday tips, like how people greet each other, whether you should leave tips or not when eating out, and whether shoes should be removed in homes. 1) _______ To make a good impression on others, and feel confident in yourself, try to study the local culture before you jump on the plane.
2. Converse with someone who has travelled there before 
A great way to get an authentic feel for the culture is to get in contact with someone who has visited there before. 2) ____________. Fellow travellers can give you give you an idea of the culture from a foreigner's perspective, and give you advice on what to expect and how to handle it. 
3. Respect the local culture
These may seem like trivial things, but some cultures take these customs very seriously. Many countries in Asia find it disrespectful if you don't remove your shoes before entering a building.  Countries like the USA and Canada find it disrespectful if you don't tip your waiters. Mediterranean and most Latin American countries consider a close embrace and kiss or two to be a normal greeting, whereas greetings in other countries may not involve touching at all. 3) ______________ Absorb their way of life, try to adapt, and always try to see the positive side of things.
4. Maintain good communication
An important way to show your respect for the culture is to communicate with the locals in a friendly way. 4) __________, use gestures and hand signals as best as you can. In your pre-trip preparation, it may be helpful to try and learn some words in the local language or buy a dictionary to take with you.
5. Have empathy
You'll find that no matter where you are in the world, people are all the same regardless of skin color, clothing, religion, occupation, social class, sexual orientation. 5) _____________ . Sharing a smile, a laugh, a hug, a meal, a dance, or any human experience with others halfway across the world is an incredibly beautiful moment. 



3. Choose from sentences, (A–F), the one that best fits each gap (1–5) to complete the text. There is one extra sentence you do not need to use.
A.  Browse through travel blogs, look up fun facts and photos, read books, or actually, have a conversation with someone who has spent time in your destination.
B. Appreciate what makes the local culture different from your own.
C. If you don't speak the language.
D. Do your research and make a mental list of cultural differences to expect.
E. All people feel the same emotions and want to be happy in life.
F. Speak to others slowly and clearly, and remember that not everyone speaks English.
 4. Complete the following sentences from the text.
1.	Do a little research on the country you're going to …..
2.	Look up useful, everyday tips, … .
3.	To make a good impression on others, …. .
4.	Get in contact with …. .
5.	Browse through travel blogs, ….
6.	Absorb their way of life, … .
7.	If you don't speak the language, …. 
8.	People are all the same …..   

5.  Сustoms and etiquette differ from one culture to another. How to be respectful of other cultures while travelling? Do you know how to behave in different countries? Work in groups of three or four. Answer True or False, compare your answers, then check them.
	1
	Forming an «O» with the thumb and the forefinger in Japan means that we can now discuss money.
	T
	F

	2
	A «thumbs up» in some Islamic countries is an offensive sign. 
	T
	F

	3
	In Bulgaria, nodding the head up and down means «no» rather than «yes».
	T
	F

	4
	In western countries people usually give a gift upon arrival, in eastern cultures gifts are given before the guest leaves.
	T
	F

	5
	When it comes to presenting gifts in China, they are offered — and refused — three times.
	T
	F

	6
	In Brazil, purple flowers are a symbol of friendship.
	T
	F

	7
	When presenting your Chinese friends with flowers, avoid using white, and gifts that come in sets of four.
	T
	F

	8
	If you are dining with friends and colleagues in Egypt, keep in mind to avoid asking for salt.
	T
	F

	9
	In Norway even sandwiches are eaten using a fork and a knife.
	T
	F

	10
	In India, people avoid eating with their left hand. It is considered unclean.
	T
	F

	11
	Making noise while you eat in the presence of others is considered rude in Japan.
	T
	F

	12
	In Sweden, keep personal distance and don’t touch people when you talk to them.
	T
	F

	13
	Scandinavians are more tolerant to silent breaks in conversations.
	T
	F

	14
	In Argentina, people will maintain strong eye contact, lean in close when they speak to you, and touch you often during a conversation.
	T
	F

	15
	The Japanese accept gifts with both hands 
	T
	F

	16
	Japan is especially sensitive to the word «no». In the country, it is customary to respond with a «yes» even if you disagree with what is being said.
	T
	F

	17
	In the Netherlands, it is a tradition to greet the person celebrating the birthday as well as the person’s family and other relatives.
	T
	F

	18
	In Australia, people often sit in front with the taxi driver.
	T
	F

	19
	Wearing gloves in Russia when shaking hands is considered polite. 
	T
	F

	20
	In many parts of the Middle East and Africa, men hold hands as a sign of friendship and trust.
	T
	F



* Give your opinion:
E.g. I’m absolutely certain that people in Norway eat sandwiches with a fork and a knife.
	Expressing Certainty
	Expressing Uncertainty

	I’m absolutely certain that 
I’m a hundred percent certain 
I’m absolutely sure
I’m quite sure about it.
I have no doubt about it.

	I don’t know for sure…
It’s very unlikely.
I don’t think so.
I don’t believe this is true.
There’s some doubt in my mind that …
I’m not a hundred percent sure.
I don’t know yet.



6. How do people greet each other in different cultures? Guess the country, and imitate these greetings.
	Russia  Thailand  Malaysia  Kenya Japan  France  UK   India   New Zealand 


1. When you meet a friend or a person you know, you give each other two kisses on the cheeks.  __________________
2. A handshake is enough for greeting someone. It should be very firm and happen inside the house, not on the doorstep. ____________________
3. A handshake must be very delicate. You cannot just shake hands with anyone you meet–only people of the same sex can shake hands with each other. When you meet an older person, tradition dictates that you should bow and touch their feet. _________________________
4. People greet each other rubbing their noses. __________________
5. Greetings are very poetic: touch the fingers of the person you meet with both palms of your hands and then bring your hands to your heart. ____________
6. Physical contact between strangers and acquaintances is also avoided. It is customary to bow with your hands joined at the center of your chest. _______________________________
7. Greeting and thanking someone in this country involves bowing. A 15-degree bow is used on informal occasions; a 30-degree bow is used when you meet someone who is higher on the social ladder; a deep bow is used on special occasions for important personalities. _____________________
8. When greeting someone older or of a higher status than yourself, grip their right wrist with your left hand while shaking it; it’s a sign of respect and deference. Do ask questions about their health, family, business etc. before getting to major topics. ______________________
9. Shake hands with everyone present – men, women, and children – at business and social meetings. Shake hands again when leaving. Handshakes are light, not firm. Women should extend their hand to men first. _______________________
7. A question of being punctual 
Fill in the blanks with the right prepositions: on, in, on, for, after, to, on, for, without. There are 2 extra prepositions.
The value of being ____time depends _____the country. It’s fine_____ the Chinese if you are late _____ 10 minutes while Mexicans and Greeks will excuse you if you arrive 30 minutes _____ the appointed time. When you are doing business _____the United States, you must be _____ time. It generally means being about five minutes early. Five minutes late is acceptable with a brief apology. Ten ____ fifteen minutes late requires a phone call to warn of the delay and to apologize.
8. Write 5-7 questions to ask about social etiquette in the Middle East.
Middle Eastern manners:
Don’t be insulted when asked about your religion. Often people in the Middle East will use religion as a conversation starter to share some of their own faith and find commonalities rather than differences.
Dress modestly. Women should keep their shoulders and knees covered.
Kissing in public is not the norm.
Don’t handle food with your left hand, even if you’re left-handed.
When visiting the home of someone in the Middle East, follow these etiquette guidelines:
Bring a small gift, such as flowers, chocolates, or fruit.
Sit where the host or hostess asks you to sit. Don’t ask to be moved.
Accept whatever food is offered. Not doing so is insulting.
Always leave a little bit of food on your plate, or your host will think you didn’t have enough to eat.
1. ____________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________
6. _____________________________________________________________
7. _____________________________________________________________

9. What advice would you give somebody coming to live and work in Belarus?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]•	greeting and saying goodbye
•	eating habits and table manners
•	giving gifts or flowers
•	clothes
•	arranging meetings and punctuality
•	addressing people 
·      visiting someone`s home




____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Keys.  3. 1 D, 2A, 3B, 4C, 5E
5. 	True -1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20.   False – 6, 11, 19.
6.	1. France 2. Russia 3. India  4. New Zealand  5. Malaysia 6. Thailand  7. Japan 
8. Kenya  9. UK.
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