Exercise 1. Read and translate the text, indicate the statements below as true (T) or false (F):
Television in Modern Life
How do people usually answer questions like "What are you going to do tonight?" or "What are you doing at the weekend?" In other words how do people spend their free time? Some twenty or thirty years ago the usual answers used to be:"We're going to the theatre (or to the cinema)" or "We're going to a party" or "We're having some friends round". Now you very often hear "We're going to stay at home and watch the telly'." A colour TV set has become an ordinary thing in the household today.                                                              
Modern television offers the viewers several programmes on different channels. In addition to regular newscasts you can see plays and films, operas and ballets, and watch all kinds of contests, quizzes, and sporting events. You can also get a lot or useful information on the educational channel. A good serial (perhaps, a detective story or a screen version of a classical novel) can keep the whole family in front of the telly for days, and we spend hours and hours watching our favourite football or hockey team in an important international event. Television most definitely plays a very important part in people's lives. But is this a good thing or a bad one? Haven't we become lazier because of television? Don't we go out less often than we used to? Don't we read less?
We tend to view more and listen less, as time goes on. Take, for example, meetings between famous people in various walks of life. We like seeing the people taking part in these discussions. Merely hear their voices is not quite the same thing. We also like to watch television programmes dealing with animals and birds and all kinds of living things in their natural surroundings, as well as to watch sporting events in actual progress. Above all we love seeing dramatic entertainments of all kinds: the plays of many leading dramatists: dramatized versions of the works of famous novelists: lovely one-act plays, comic turns and amusing episodes of all sorts.                                                             
We can hear symphony concerts, operas and oratorios and popular melodies all transmitted with lifelike clarity. We have an opportunity of hearing well-informed talks on archeology history, geography, science and technology. We hear critics talking about new books, films, plays, works of art. We hear living poets reading their own poems.

1. Most people nowadays spend their free time by going to the cinema.
2. A black and white TV set has become an ordinary thing in the household.
3. Generally there are some educational programmes on TV.
4. Sports events (football matches, etc.) are seldom broadcast.
5. Sometimes it is enough to listen to the voices of famous people. 
6. TV channels provide talks on different academic subjects.
7. Art lovers can always find a TV programme to their taste.
8. If viewers want to watch animals or birds, there are only reports from the zoo.
9. Music on TV is as natural as in concert halls.
10. We listen less and view more.

Whether we realize it or not, TV plays a very important part in our lives. It’s the main source of information and a cheap form of entertainment for millions of people. It’s the window on the world which gives us an opportunity to “travel” all over the world, to “meet” different people and learn about their customs and traditions. It has the power to educate and broaden our minds. It helps us to relax after a hard day’s work and escape from reality. There’s always a great variety of programmes on TV: news and sports programmes, talk shows and TV games, documentaries and feature films, concerts and theatre performances… Of course, not all programmes are good. But many are made in good taste and with great professional skill.
Some people argue that television is a terrible waste of time. It makes us lazier. We stay at home instead of going out. We read less. We think less. We even talk less. It’s true that some TV addicts spend hours watching whatever’s on – from second-rate soap operas to silly commercials.
Violence on TV is another problem that worries people, as TV teaches us “how to kill, to rob, to shoot and to poison”. The same can be said about computer games and many films and books. And if you don’t like a certain programmme, why watch it?

Составление монологического высказывания по теме «TV OR NOT TV?» (опора: вопросы к теме)
Questions:
1. How often do you watch TV?
2. What are your favourite programmes?
3. What is your favourite channel?
4. Why is TV often called “the window on the world”?
5. Do you agree that television has the power to educate?
6. What do you think of commercials? Do they annoy you?
7 . Do you think that there’s too much violence on TV?
8. Do you believe that violence on TV may turn people into criminals?
9. Do you use TV intelligently?

What kind of viewer are you?
Everyone has a different way of using television. Here are some types of television viewers.
The absent-minded
This type of viewer leaves the TV on all day. In the meantime, he eats, phones, reads or does his homework. For him television is really just background noise for his day.
The addict
He won’t give up TV for anything in the world. He watches the programmes in silence, with great concentration. Even during commercials, he won’t leave the screen for fear of losing a second of the programme. He usually chooses the programmes he wants to watch very carefully.
The bored
He puts the TV on when he’s got nothing better to do.
For him TV is the last resort. He only watches it when it’s raining or when he’s ill.


Broadcasting in the United Kingdom is controlled by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and the Independent Television Commission (ITC). The BBC receives its income from the government, but the private companies are controlled by the ITC which replaced in 1991 the IBA.
National radio is controlled by the BBC, and listeners can choose between four stations. Radio 1 is a pop-music station with news and magazine-style programmes. Radio 2 plays light music and reports on sport. Radio 3 plays classical music, and Radio 4 has news programmes, drama and general interest programmes. There are many local stations, some private and some run by the BBC. Their programmes consist mainly of music and local news.
The BBC has two TV channels. BBC 2 has more serious programmes and news features. There is a break for advertisements about every 15-20 minutes. The IBA is responsible for looking after the regional independent TV companies who broadcast their own programmes and those they have bought from other regions. The most recent independent channel is Channel 4, and it has more specialized programmes than the main channels. In general, people think the programmes offered on British television are of a very high standard. Some people, however, are becoming worried about the amount of violence on TV, and the effect this may have on young people.
TV and radio are also two of the main teaching channels used by the Open University. This 'university of the air' allows many thousands of students to study at home for degrees they never would have obtained in the main educational system. They also have to do without sleep as most of their programmes are broadcast early in the morning or late at night.
'Top of the Pops' is a programme that has been shown every week on BBC TV for many years. Each week computers in a number of record – shops throughout the United Kingdom show how many copies of a record have been sold that week. The new chart, issued each Tuesday evening, shows which singles have sold the most copies during the previous week. With this information, the show's producers decide which songs will be played. Usually it will be those moving up the charts, or the new releases which the disc jockeys (usually called DJs) think will be 'hits'. Of course, each week the show finishes with the number one single. Bands either appear live in the studio, or in a video recording made especially to sell the record. These videos have become so important in the last few years that they can help to make a record a hit.
THE US MASS MEDIA
TV AND RADIO
The problem of describing American radio and television lies in the simple fact: there’s so much of it, so many different types and so much variety. At the end of the 20th century there were over 9.000 individual radio stations operating in the United States. By this time their number has grown dramatically.
There are public and educational radio stations. They are owned and operated primarily by colleges and universities, by local schools and boards of education, and by various religious groups. At the same time in the late 90-s there were close to 1,200 individual television stations. Of these TV stations, just 300 were noncommercial. Like the non-commercial radio stations, the non-commercial television stations are supported by individual donations, grants from foundations and private organizations, funds from the city, state and federal sources.
Laws prohibit any state or the federal government from owning or operating radio and television stations (stations such as Voice of America may only broadcast oversea There is no also governmental censorship or "reviewing" of programs and content. There are no governmental boards or appointed groups which control any radio or television broadcasting. However, all commercial stations are required to devote a certain percentage of the broadcasting time to "public service" announcements and advertising. These range from advertisements for the Red Cross blood drives and for dental care to programs on Alcoholics Anonymous and car safety. This broadcasting time given to public service messages is free of charge.
There is a great variety among radio and television stations. The big cities are served by large number of local radio stations. People who live in cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago have choice up to 100 AM and FM stations. The same may be told about television stations. Smaller cities have one or two local stations and larger cities ten or more. In Los Angeles, for example, there are over 18 different local television stations.
Among the great variety of local, private, non-commercial radio stations in America, there exists the National Public Radio Network (NPR). It is an association of public radio stations. NPR is known for its quality news and discussion pro-rams. Another public radio network, American Public Radio (APR) created a commentary and entertainment program for all ages called The Prairie Home Companion. The largest television networks are CBS, NBC ABC, CNN, ESPN (the all-sports cable network), MTV and PBS.
The level of quality, whether in national and international news, entertainment, or education that these networks offer is excellent. Children and parents in many parts of the USA and even the world are familiar with Sesame Street, The Muppet Show or Reading a Rainbow.
Task for students
Make a group of two students, ask and answer questions to find out the missing information about the US media in the card you are given.
Student card 1
Ask your partner questions for the missing information about the US media in Card No.1. Fill in the gaps. Answer your partner's questions.
Student card 2.
Ask your partner questions for the missing information about the US media in Card No.2. Fill in the gaps. Answer your partner's questions.
Card No 1
………… is America's most popular entertainment. About 99 per cent of homes have a TV set in the USA. More than …….. per cent of homes have three or more television sets. About 65 per cent of US teens have TV sets in their own bedrooms. On average, Americans watch television about ……… hours a day. The biggest TV networks are: ABC, CBS, NBS, Fox. There are about …….. television stations and hundreds of channels. But most people usually watch 15 TV channels. …….. watch about 40 000 commercials a year.
There are about 11 000 commercial radio stations in the USA. There are also radio stations free from commercials. They are ……… . They transmit their programmes to Eastern Europe. There are about ……… daily newspapers and 11 000 magazines in the USA. The US is the home of the Internet. More than 85 per cent of US teens go online every day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Card No 2
TV viewing is America's most popular entertainment. …….. of homes have a TV set in the USA. More than 50 per cent of homes have three or more television sets. About 65 per cent of US teens have TV sets ………. On average, Americans watch television about four hours a day. The biggest TV networks are: ……… . There are about 2 000 television stations and hundreds of channels. But most people usually watch ……. .American children watch about 40 000 commercials a year.
There are about ……. commercial radio stations in the USA. There are also radio stations free from commercials. They are the Voice of America and Radio Free Europe/ Radio Liberty . They transmit their programmes to ……... There are about 1 800 daily newspapers and 11 000 magazines in the USA. The US is the home of the Internet. More than 85 per cent of US teens go online …….. .


