FOCUS ON READING
Task 1. Before reading the text answer the question:
What is expected in the future development of the Internet in your opinion?
Task 2.	 Read the summary of the lecture ‘Do Global Media Create Community or Conflict?’ First, do the vocabulary exercises, then, answer the questions after the text.
a)	 Find English equivalents in the text to the phrases, words in bold are of help to you:
Непроверенная информация; непримиримая враждебность; чувство общности; утопические взгляды; возможность творить добро; мир, созданный при помощи компьютера; единение; положительное влияние технологий; образы, транслируемые с другого конца света; магическое мышление; спасительное киберпространство; создавать человеческие связи; через национальные и культурные границы; ограниченная ценность мидийных контактов; национальное самолюбование; ускорители глобализации; не сделать ничего ценного, обратить ярость на что-либо.
b)	 In the text find synonyms to these phrases. Remember- sometimes they are only contextual synonyms:

1. to make your blood boil
2. a rebellion
3. to be separated
4. virtual reality
5. kind
6. to overcome
7. a desperate vision
8. raw information
9. a profusion of
10. to be fuelled with
11. hopeful thinking
12. racial dislikes, hate
13. to be omnipresent
14. reciprocal comprehension


Media & the Internet 
1. In the mid-1990’s some observers saw the internet as a liberating cyberspace that would promote a sense of community among its users. For example, in 1997, one computer scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology wrote of the possibility of computer aided peace. In both cases, a kind of magical thinking about the benign powers of technology overwhelmed more balanced perspectives about the consequences of a dramatic technological innovation. 
2. As we will see later in this section, early utopian visions of the internet and its potential for doing good have given way to increasingly dystopian views of the internet and its effects. This pessimism includes doubts about mass communications as a potential vehicle of mutual understanding across national and cultural borders. It is not surprising that dissolution about the peace promoting powers of the cyber sphere appeared after the destruction of the World Trade Towers by terrorists in September of 2001. The dramatic appearance of an apparently implacable hostility between Christian and Muslim worlds portended a clash of civilizations against which mass media alone could not possibly prevail. George Packer wrote in 2002 that the utopian community promised by the boosters of globalization had failed to appear. That, as he put it, togetherness has not created the human bonds that were promised. In some ways, global satellite TV and internet access have actually made the world a less understanding, a less tolerant place. What the media provide, he says, is superficial familiarity, images without context, indignation without remedy. The problem isn’t just the content of the media, but the fact that while images become international, people’s lives remain parochial in the Arab world and everywhere else including here. In Packer’s view, mass media contact between politically or culturally estranged populations appeared to be doing more harm than good.
3. The American journalist Thomas Friedman, who has written extensively on globalization, expressed a similar viewpoint on the limited value of media contact in 2002. Friedman argued that technological connectivity could accomplish nothing of value in the absence of social, political, and cultural connections that created some real understanding across these boundaries. And he too detected a kind of magical thinking about technological innovations. Because, he says, the internet has an aura of technology surrounding it, the uneducated believe information from it even more. They don’t realize that the internet at its ugliest is just an open sewer, an electronic conduit of untreated, unfiltered information.
4. What America exports to poor countries through the ubiquitous media- pictures of glittering abundance and national self-absorption-enrages, those whom it doesn’t depress. In Sierra Leone, a teenage rebel in a disarmament camp tried to explain to me why he had joined one of the modern world’s most brutal insurgencies: «I see on television you have motorbikes, cars. I see some of your kids on TV, they have bikes for themselves, but we in Sierra Leone have nothing». Unable to possess what he saw in images beamed from halfway around the world, the teenager picked up an automatic rifle and turned his anger on his countrymen. The fantasies of such boy fighters were stoked with Rambo movies. To most of the world, America looks like a cross between a heavily armed action hero and a Lexus ad.
5. Looking back over the two decades that have passed since the world wide web went online in 1991, it is clear that what George Packer called the utopian community promised by the boosters of globalization was wishful thinking. There was no good reason to believe that the human condition in its entirety complete with racial hatreds and criminal ambitions would not be uploaded to the cybersphere. But we should also recognize that it is not just technology that inspires magical thinking.

Discuss in groups the questions: 
a) Has the Internet created a sense of world community? b) Does the «global village», created by the Internet, actually resemble a real one? c) What examples of implacable hostility caused by the Internet can you think about? d) As you see the Internet is difficult to regulate. But what are the ways it can be controlled? And how is it working? e) In what a way the Internet is making the world smaller by bringing
FOCUS ON SPEAKING
You are going to study the credibility of www resources. Work in pairs and do the following tasks: 
1. Discuss in pairs how you comprehend the quote by John Green «Oh, Wikipedia, with your tension between those who would share knowledge and those who would destroy it». Do you agree or disagree with it? 
2.	Wikipedia12 offers 4 851 911 articles (on 16.04.2015) in English and a great amount of information in other languages.
The figures prove the real popularity of the site. Answer the questions:
ü	How often do you look for information in Wikipedia? Why? Do you trust it?
ü	Do you use any other partner projects of Wikipedia?
3.	Wikipedia is hosted by the Wikimedia Foundation, a nonprofit organization that also hosts a range of other projects.
Match projects in Column A with their definitions in Column B. Which two projects in Column A are not connected to Wikimedia Foundation?
	Column A
	Column B

	1. Wikiquote
	a) Free-content library

	2. Wikimedia
	b) Free travelguide

	3. Commons
	c) Secret information, news leaks, and classified media from anonymous sources.


	4. Wikibooks
	d) Free media repository

	5. Wiktionary
	e) Directory of species

	6. Wikileaks
	f) Free learning materials and activitie

	7. Wikivoyage
	g) Free textbooks and manuals

	8. Wikidata
	h) Free knowledgebase

	9. Wikisource
	i) Wiki software development

	10. Wikiversity
	j) Free-content news

	11. Wikispecies
	k) search engine for information technology and computing definitions


	12. Meta-Wiki
	l) Collection of quotations

	13. Webopedia
	m) Dictionary and thesaurus

	14. Wikinews
	n) Wikimedia project coordination



4.	As it is seen from the table in Wikipedia Foundation is enormous and popular. Anyway we have to be careful when looking for necessary data. What questions should we ask ourselves before using any site? Read the text and elaborate evaluation criteria for any webpage according to four categories in bold.
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