Major religions: pluralistic world
Today Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are major world faiths. They are examples of monotheism, the belief in one supreme god.

Judaism is the oldest of these three world religions. The first people who practiced Judaism were called Israelites. The followers of Judaism today are known as Jews. The Jewish holy book is the Torah. Jews believe they are descended from Abraham and Sarah. They were the first to worship the one God, or Yahweh. Abraham lived at least 3,700 years ago in what is now Iraq. The Torah says that God made an agreement, or covenant, with Abraham. If Abraham moved to the land of Canaan, Abraham and everyone who followed him would be blessed. Because of this, the Jews believed they were God's "chosen people." They believed they would continue to be blessed as long as they followed God's laws. The most important laws are the Ten Commandments. God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses. Moses was a prophet, or messenger of God. Moses led the Israelites out or Egypt, where they had been slaves. The Ten Commandments were different than the laws of other nearby people. They stated that there was only one God, Yahweh. They said that all people are equal, whether they are rich or poor. Today There are 12 million Jewish people in the world, and most of them are in the USA and Israel.

Christianity grew out of the traditions of Judaism. It started in South​west Asia among the Jews. It later spread to non-Jews. It became a major influence on Western civilization. Christianity is the most popular religion in the world with over 2 billion adherents. Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Christians believe that God sent his Son to earth to save humanity from the consequences of its sins. One of the most important concepts in Christianity is that of Jesus giving his life on the Cross (the Crucifixion) and rising from the dead after the third day (the Resurrection). Christians believe that there is only one God, but that there are three elements to this one God: God the Father, God the Son, The Holy Spirit. The Christian holy book is the Bible, and consists of the Old and New Testaments.

Like Judaism and Christianity, Islam is a monotheistic religion. Islam is the second largest religion in the world with over 1 billion followers. It began in the A.D. 600s in the Arabian Peninsula. In the Arabic language, The word Islam means 'submission to the will of God'. Followers of Islam are called Muslims. They believe that Muhammad was the last and great​est prophet of Islam. There are several different groups of Muslims, but all of them, in every country and community, regard their faith as a bond between them, and as a major part of their identity. Muslims base their laws on their holy book the Quran, and the Sunnah. The Sunnah is the practical example of Prophet Muhammad. As Islam spread, it split into two groups. These were the Sunnis and the Shiites. Most Muslims are Sunnis. These two groups disagree on which leaders should rule Muslims. There are five basic Pillars of Islam. The five pillars of faith are the duties which all Muslims must fulfill. First, Muslims must state that there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his messenger. Second, Mus​lims must pray five times each day. Third, they must help poor people or institutions such as schools. Fourth, they must fast. The last pillar of faith is a pilgrimage, or trip to a sacred place. Once in each Muslims life, he or she must make a trip to Makkah to pray. This journey is called the hajj. The reward for fulfilling all these religious duties is paradise.

Buddhism is 2,500 years old. There are currently 376 million followers worldwide. Buddhism is a very colourful faith with many festivals throughout the year. The Dalai Lama is the head monk of Tibetan Buddhism and traditionally has been responsible for the governing of Tibet. The basic teachings and concepts in Buddhism are: Karma -- Actions have consequences; so our lives are conditioned by our past actions; Enlightenment -- The highest goal of life is to reach Enlightenment; a state of being that goes beyond suffering.

Those are only the most popular and well known religions, in many countries there are also smaller ones and many different denominations of the ones mentioned above. Modern Britain, the USA and Belarus are multi-faith communities, in which many religions are practised, but the main religion is Christianity. And so the most important notions nowadays are Religious pluralism and Freedom of religion. Religious pluralism can be defined as "respecting the otherness of others". Freedom of religion encompasses all religions acting within the law in a particular region. The most pluralistic and tolerant religions are, perhaps, Hinduism and Buddhism. Buddhist views on religious pluralism in a political sense are: All religions should reside everywhere, for all of them desire self-control and purity of heart. Contact (between religions) is good. One should listen to and respect the doctrines professed by others. When asked, "Don’t all religions teach the same thing? Is it possible to unify them?" the Dalai Lama said: People from different traditions should keep their own, rather than change. However, some Tibetan may prefer Islam, so he can follow it. Some Spanish prefer Buddhism; so follow it. But think about it carefully. Don’t do it for fashion. Some people start Christian, follow Islam, then Buddhism, then nothing. For individual practitioners, having one truth, one religion, is very important. Several truths, several religions, is contradictory. Hinduism is naturally pluralistic. Hinduism emphasizes that everyone actually worships the same God, whether one knows it or not. Many foreign deities become assimilated into Hinduism, and some Hindus may sometimes offer prayers to Jesus along with their traditional forms of God.

The vast majority of people in Britain do not regularly attend religious services. Many do so only a few times in their lives. It therefore seems that most people in Britain cannot strictly be described as religious. However, this does not mean that they have no religious or spiritual beliefs or inclinations. Surveys have suggested that nearly three-quarters of the population believe in God and between a third and a half believe in concepts such as life after death, heaven and hell (and that half or more of the population believe in astrology, parapsychology, ghosts and clairvoyance). In addition, a majority approve of the fact that religious instruction at state schools is compulsory. Furthermore, almost nobody objects to the fact that the Queen is queen 'by the grace of God', or the fact that she, like all previous British monarchs, was crowned by a religious figure (the Archbishop of Canterbury) in a church (Westminster Abbey) and that the British national anthem (God Save Our Queen) invokes God's help in protecting her. Despite the atmosphere of tolerance and the separation of religion and politics, it is in Britain that we find the last two cases in Europe of 'established' churches, that is churches which are, by law, the official religion of a country. These cases are the Church of Scotland and the Church of England. So Church and State are linked. The Church is also involved to some extent in political life as archbishops3 and some bishops4 sit in the House of Lords (where they are known as the 'Lords Spiritual'). The Church of England is the official Protestant church in England. It became independent of the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century, in the time of Henry VIII. By the Act of Supremacy (1534), the king replaced the Pope as head of the English, or Anglican, Church and personally chose senior members of the clergy. The king or queen is still the Supreme Governor of the Church of England. 
America is a highly religious country, and has been since its earliest days. Nearly every religion in the world has adherents or organized institutions in the United States. American religious institutions are large, powerful and influential in social and political life. Separation of church and state is a key concept in American government and culture. The first line of the First Amendment of the United States constitution states that church and state are to be kept forever separate. There is no established religion in the US but Christianity is built into some important aspects of American life. The Pledge of Allegiance () includes the phrase 'one nation under God', and the official US motto is 'In God We Trust'. Freedom of worship is a result of the separation of Church and State that is written into the First Amendment of the Constitution. This happened because many people, including the Pilgrim Fathers, went to America to avoid religious persecution in Europe. American Protestants are very religious, though the Catholic Church has more members than any one Protestant group. America is largely a Christian nation. But today the world's and America's fastest growing religion is Islam. According to the 2009 American religious identification survey, Muslims count for 0.6 percent of the American population. Yet, other statistics show that up to seven million Muslims live in America. Today, there are about 2000 mosques, Islamic schools and centers in the USA. Muslims are religiously diverse. As diverse American Muslims are, the American public's viewpoint of Muslims is even more diverse. The events of 9/11 raised a controversy about Islam. Statistics show that one in two Americans has unfavorable opinions about Islam and Muslims. Islamophobia refers to the irrational fear that connotes a social anxiety, discrimination, and prejudice against Muslims and Islam. The roots of Islamophobia in America date back to the 1960s and the 1970s, when Hollywood and television shows depicted offensive images of Arabs and Muslims. The terrorist attacks on American cities on September 11, 2001 confirmed this fear and sent it to sky-rocketing rates. Muslims as well as Muslim majority countries are diverse and cannot be treated as one big lump. A majority of them believe in multi-faith dialogue with Jews and Christians based on common values, see that the terrorist attacks actually harm American Muslims, and emphasize that they worship the same God as Christians and Jews. When Mohammad Ali, for example, visited ground zero in the aftermath of 9/11, he declared: “I've been a Muslim for 20 years... People recognize me for being a boxer and a man of truth. I wouldn't be here representing Islam if it were terrorist... Islam is peace.” 
